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EGYPT AND AIR POLLUTION 
The sustainable growth prospects in Egypt are hampered by pollution from traffic congestion, slash and burn land clearing, 
industrial power and open waste burning. The annual nationwide average PM2.5 concentration in Egypt reach 13.6 times 
greater than WHO 2021 recommended concentration levels – and it is concentrated in big cities.  

data from sources like IQAir show high levels of PM2.5, with concentrations 13.6 times the WHO guideline value. Key 
contributors to this pollution include natural sources like sandstorms, and anthropogenic sources such as agricultural waste 
burning, urbanization, and industrial activities. 

Major sources of air pollution 
natural sources like sandstorms. 
Transport.  
Agricultural slash and burning. 

Industrial power and electricity generation.  

AIR POLLUTION AND HUMAN HEALTH 
Air pollution is the fourth leading cause of death globally, accounting for nearly 7 million deaths annually. The large body of 
existing research has shown conclusively that both short- term (i.e., a few days to weeks) and long-term (i.e., months to 
years) exposures to air pollution can contribute to serious effects on health ranging from temporary to chronic, mild to 
debilitating, and even fatal conditions. 
PM2.5 levels in Egypt's Greater Cairo area have been significantly higher than World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines, 
with annual averages of 37.2 µg/m³ in urban areas and 56.4 µg/m³ in industrial areas as of a 2023 study. A 2022 report from 
the Clean Air Fund indicated the nationwide annual average PM2.5 concentration was 13.6 times the WHO's 2021 
recommended levels. 

◦The WHO guideline is 5-10 µg/m³ ForParticulate matter (PM) 

https://www.stateofglobalair.org/
https://www.stateofglobalair.org/
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/what-are-the-who-air-quality-guidelines
https://www.iqair.com/us/egypt
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&sca_esv=788002144cbb21b9&channel=mac_bm&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifNEumx-oXB9BqM1KcCWSnlFRYPTHg%3A1756648517011&q=World+Health+Organization+%28WHO%29&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiT7b3WmbWPAxVQj-4BHfrbKEsQxccNegQIAhAB&mstk=AUtExfBz5z2qumMt3oSJp88NnBV6RL7R8uSdUA0PvNCRnw34PUOknKAAn7JRd_GL-VVnKvWb0zL4LDnrEI5xhPdgtWxOJ1mOdru5akFLDb4F_0yRxxB0Ek745hdMQExSOJ2WFyfkSp9vDS6JgfBtAxy37zxelT8TV3DVcZ-uTW9mI5dSBYgTQUFj9IaZx3SbqjJTOh8z71BbToNE_mKSvLuIiTpsfGlqSWdM_TFizwZiNa7hThJ2xvkLSua4qyM7E9-CoPFB_jFeVELSpLSyDslx7jrrhyj6u3R3n61fR4Ob308ibFxNMgDbN9TzqlPNNV1Iow&csui=3
https://www.cleanairfund.org/clean-air-africas-cities/cairo/





















